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BOOK REVIEWS 



Chinese Fables and Folk Stories. By Mary Hayes Davis and Chow 

Leung. With an Introduction by Yin-Chan Wang Tsen-Jan. New 

York: American Book Co. $0.40. 

This is a recent addition to the series of Eclectic Readings. It lays claim 

to being "the first book of Chinese stories ever printed in English that will bring 

the western people to the knowledge of our fables which have never been 

heretofore known to the world." The general belief of the occidentals has been 

that the Chinese had no fables, but the research of the translator and compiler 

of this little volume has brought to English-reading children a varied collection. 

They are, according to the testimony of the writer of the introduction, fair 

examples of the folklore of this ancient people. The book is intended to give 

"not .... a full idea of Chinese literature, but it shows the thinking reader a 

bird's-eye view of the Chinese thought in this form of literature." 

To one who is not a student of oriental thought the book gives glimpses of 
a different life, a conception of the ideas of life and a mode of embodying these 
ideals in forms so alien to our own and yet in ways so human that it carries 
with this sense of difference the indescribable feeling of charm. While affording 
a series of pictures of manners, customs, and ideas not our own, it still draws 
a remote people nearer to the one who enters into these sympathetic human 
records. For this reason the book seems worth while as reading-matter for 
children of the later years of the elementary school. The fables have been 
taken, not only from the common stock of the story-teller, but are found 
recorded here and there in advanced literature and historical books. For this 
reason they have been most difficult of access to the foreign student of Chinese 
writings because they have been lost to all who had not a perfect control of 
that all-but-impossible written language. Much credit is therefore due the 
compilers. 



Japanese Folk Stories and Fairy Tales. By Mary F. Nixon-Roulet. New 
York: American Book Co. Pp. 191. 40 cents. 

This is a later book in the same series as the Chinese Fables. It is a collection 
of popular stories from Japanese mythology and folklore. Like the other collec- 
tion they are especially suited to the interests of the older children not to say 
adults, for they require a certain maturity of mind and experience to appreciate 
the subtlety of meaning in many and the poetic significance and grace of diction. 
As a means of giving a reflection of their habit of thought, their attitude toward 
people and events, their feeling for nature, and their religious sentiment, these 
stories must be unrivaled and should occupy some place in relation to the study 
of peoples which is now an illuminating phase of the study of geography. 
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